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A late discovery, as this report was in press,

was this advertisement, placed in the
SOUTH CAROLINA GAZETTE,
JUNE 1-8, 1765

"TOLE out” of my, houfc la& night, thL

n-«.

.Jnﬂmt. a filver (oop fpoon, markd M. B, or M. B :
petfon’wha will ficp'the famc if offer'd for fale, (hall be

“femrdtd, by 6’. iw, L “Mrces Baxwron.

“Stole, out of my house last night, the 24" instant, a silver soop spoon, mark’d
M.B. or M.S.B. Any person who will stop the same, if offer’d for sale, shall be
well rewarded, by

Miles Brewton”

as well as the following ad,
e S Y S NN
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“Two Hundred Pounds Reward. Stolen, out of the house of the subscriber, on the
night of the 30" instant. A silver punch bowl, a pair of plain heavy Silver Waiters, and a
silver Punch Strainer. Any person or persons, that will give intelligence, so that the thief
or receiver of the sold pieces of plate, (if a white person) may be convicted thereof,
shall received Two Hundred Pounds. And, if offer’d for sale, and are stop’d, a reward
of One Hundred Pounds will be given, by

Miles Brewton”

(Note that a 1765 date precedes construction of the Miles Brewton house at 27 King
Street, and Mr. Brewton likely resided elsewhere at the time of this ad. Nonetheless, the
description of the engraving on the spoon matches that of the one recovered at 14 Legare)
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Figure 2. Fieldwork, phase I; excavation of feature 11 in N225W185

Figure 3. Fieldwork, phase II; screen soils from Trench 5section 2
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Dite dernng

The Miles Brewton house 1s located at 27 King Street, in the southern portion of the Charleston
peninsula. This portion of the historic town is outside the original city walls, in an area of the city
which was settled i the second quarter of the 18th century (figure 4). The property is located on the
west side of King Street, and measures 100 feet along the street frontage and 185 feet deep. The
main house sits in the center of the lot fronting the street. The main house is brick, two stories plus
and above- ground basement, and is a Georgian double house; four main rooms per floor with a large
central hall (figure 5). The front entrance features a columned portico, which 1s approached through
a large wrought iron gate. The gate along the fence 1s original to the house; the chevaux de frise was
added after the Denmark Vesey insurrection in 1822. Eight foot high brick walls run from the front
comers of the house to the sidewalk, separating and barricading the front entrance from the two side
yards. The remainder of the lot is surrounded by brick walls, ten foot high along the front and eight

foot along the sides and back.
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 Figure 5. Drawing of the Miles Brewton property by Albert Simmons
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Figure 4 1739 Map of Charleston, showing location of the Brewton House












TOWNHOUSE SITES

EXCAVATED IN CHARLESTON
Gentry sites: 7. Nathaniel Russell house
1. Aiken-Rhett house 8. Simmons-Edwards house
2. William Gibbes house
3. John Rutledge house Middle Class Sites
4. Miles Brewton house 9. 66 Society St.
5. Joseph Manigault house 10. 40 Society St.
6. Heyward-Washington house 11. 70 Nassau St.

12. 72 Anson St.
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Figure 6. Location of Sites excavated in Charleston
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these events in a larger perspective. Chapter III describes the fieldwork procedures, placement of
units, and deposits identified. Chapter IV discusses analytic procedures and describes in detail the
recovered materials. Analysis of the vertebrate faunal remains is discussed in Chapter V; analysis of
botanic remains in Chapter VI. Detailed analysis and interpretation of all data classes is contained

within discussion of the research issues in Chapter VII.

The Present Publication

A few comments are in order concerning this site report. Nearly ten years have passed since
fieldwork and all laboratory analysis was completed on the Miles Brewton site. Since that time, data
from this project have remained central to continued research on urban life in Charleston. Further,
the data have served as a cornerstone for research at other sites in Charleston. Archaeological
research on Charleston is a cumulative effort, and each individual project includes data and results
from all previous projects, either implicitly or explicitly. Large research projects at two other
Charleston townhouses, the Nathaniel Russell House (c. 1808, excavated in 1994-1995) and the
Simmons-Edwards House (c¢. 1800, excavated 1998-2000) have used the Miles Brewton data as a
comparative foundation. Further, the research at these two sites has greatly expanded our
understanding of the urban landscape and the archaeological record, and this, in turn, has led to
reinterpretation of some of the Miles Brewton data.

Results of the Miles Brewton project have been the subject of several papers and publications.
What was missing, however, was a basic site report describing the archaeological project in detail.
The present document serves to fill that gap. Contained in this report are the descriptive details of
the field and laboratory work. Broad interpretations of the data, and interpretive implications may
be found in several publications. The archaeology is addressed specifically in three book chapters,
by the author: Charleston Townhouses: Archaeology, Architecture, and the Urban Landscape,
1750-1850, by Martha Zierden and Bernard Herman, in Landscape Archaeology: Reading and
Interpreting the American Historical Landscape, (University of Tennessee Press, 1996), and The
Urban Landscape, the Work Yard, and Archaeological Site Formation Processes in Charleston,
South Carolina, by Martha Zierden, in Historical Archaeology and the Study of American
Culture (Wintherthur Books, University of Tennessee Press, 1996), and The Urban Landscape in
South Carolina, by Martha Zierden, in Carolina’s Historical Landscapes, (University of Tennessee
Press, 1997).

The architecture and material culture of the house is discussed in a fine article by John Bivins
and Thomas Savage in the February 1993 issue of Anfiques magazine. Mr. Savage provides
additional details in his impressive volume The Charleston Interior (Legacy Publications, 1995)
More recently, the history of the house and particularly its occupants are eloquently addressed in
Richard Cote’s exhaustive new volume, Mary’s World: Love, War and Family Ties in Nineteenth-
century Charleston (Corinthian Books, Mt. Pleasant, 2001). The reader is referred to all of the above
works for more information on the Miles Brewton site.
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n the State atoresaid 149 tt. or thereabouts and running from kast to West 10 Legare dIreet 4 /3 Ir.
5 in. or thereabouts and fronting on the East side of Legare Street aforesaid 174ft. 3 in. or
thereabouts, and butting and bounding to the north on lands belonging to or in the possession of
Thomas Tew and John McPherson, and to the South on land belonging to or in the possession of
Mary Lamboll Thomas, Edward Jenkins, Charles Johnson, Robert Lindsay and Col William Skirving.

William Alston was born at The Oaks in Georgetown District in 1756, son of Joseph and
Charlotte Rothmahler Allston. He was the first of the family to change the spelling of his surname
in order to avoid confusion with his kin, William Allston of Brookgreen plantation. His rank of
Colonel came from services with General Francis Marion's brigade during the Revolution. He was
known later in life as "King Billy", one of the leaders of the Allston dynasty that controlled the
lucrative rice lands on the Waccamaw river drainage. In 1790, the Alstons owned Fairfield, Clifion,
Prospect Hill, Rose Hill, Bellfield, True Blue, The Oaks, and Brookgreen plantations, made profitable
by their 877 slaves. At Fairfield, William Alston commissioned Jonathan Lucas to build the first
water mill in the Waccamaw area; at Clifton he built a "large, new and elegantly furnished" home.
After Clifton burned in 1815, he resided at Fairfield during the winter months. His second marriage
in 1791 also gave him the Miles Brewton house in Charleston, where the family spent their summers.

Though Brewton's house remained basically unchanged from its construction until the present,
each generation of owners adapted the house to their own needs and the style of the times. The
Alstons, in particular, made many changes and additions that have remained part of the property. He
added a considerable amount of neoclassical ornamentation, and greatly expanded the retinue of
outbuildings. To the original carriage house-kitchen-laundry that fronted King Street on the north
side of the house, he added an arcade with stables and storerooms leading to as substantial brick, two-
story structure containing quarters for the nearly three dozen household slaves (figure 10). Another
arcade of stables and storerooms stretches west, terminating at the 'ell' in the property line, where a
second original outbuilding resides, its function still under debate; privy, dairy, or garden structure.
According to the archaeological record, Alston also constructed the brick coping and wooden fence

_ Figure 10. View of the
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antebellum quarters building
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35 Figure 14. View of the stable building



Figure 15. Early 20" century view of the Brewton garden
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Figure 22. Closeup, feature 12
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Figure 21. North profile of N225W180, showing features 7 and 12
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Figure 20. Aerial view of the work yard,
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N225W177
East and South Profiles

A - very dark soil, zone 1

B - crushed portland cement; excavated v

C - brick paving, excavated as zone 1d
D - dark grey-brown mottled soil, zone 2

E - uneven patches of mortar paving

F - lense of charcoal

G - Feature 10a

H - Feature 13, builders trench for feature

I - Yellow and grey mottled sand; zone 3

J - Zone 3 level 2

K - loose grey soil, pipe trench, not desig

L - Brick drain, feature 12

M - Feature 12 fill

N - Feature 7, builders trench to feature 1

O - Feature 16, later brick drain
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N225W180, N225W185
South Profiles

A - zone 1, paving of bricks
B - zone 2, medium brown soil mottled with
charcoal, brick, mortar, shell

C - zone 2 lev 2, same as b, but slightly dark
D - Feature 10a

E - Feature 10b

F - Feature 10c

G - zone 3 lev 1; yellow sand mottled with gr
H - zone 3 lev 2; same as G, but more grey sé
I - remnants of mortar floor

] - feature 11; dark grey soil with heavy char
K - zone 5; medium grey soil with sparse arti
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feature 21

Figure 26. Planview, N223.5W280

Figure 27. Feature 23,

before and after excavation

top of ground surface

laid brick







9. NI120W100, front wall

Figure 2
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N233.5W122.5
North Profile

A - lime and black soil

B - dark grey loam

C - coal fire residue

D - concentration of iron

F - lense of light grey sand

G - dark soil with coal

H - brick floor

I - light grey sand, hard-packed

F:gure 30 Photo and map, N231 W122 5
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Figure 33. Profile of trench 3, front of house ‘













Figure 34. Photo, excavation of Trench 1 section 2; closeup of ceramics
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Photo, feature 37 in Trench 4 section 3

I Figure 37

top of ground ¢

Profile of Feature 37 in Trench 4 section 4



| Figure 36. Excavation of Trench 4 section 5

[

Trench 4 Section 4, east profile

A - dark grey-brown topsoil, zone 1

B - dark grey-brown soil mottled with yellow, zone 2

C - dark grey soil with heavy coal inclusions, exc. as zone 2

D - dark soil swirled with grey soil, clay, coal, repair to feature 7/12
E - medium grey soil mottled with clay, feature 7

F - hard yellow mortar; feature 38

G - orange clay; feature 38

H - medium grey-brown sand, zone 3

I - sterile medium grey sand; feature 39

K - dark grey sand with shell, zone 4

L - mottled vellow and grey sand; exc. with zone 3

M - medium grey sand with coal; builders trench?

N - mottled dark grey and yellow sand with brick and mortar, feature
0 - brick drain; feature 12
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" Figure 44. Chinese export porcelain plates from Trench 4 section 1 |

Figure 46. Examples of Chinese export porcelain from 1
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l: Figure 48. Examples of delft tiles
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. Figure 57. Fragment of woman’s far
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Figure 60. Reconstruction, combed and trailed slipware cup
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Figure 62. Reconstruction of earthenware crocks
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Figure 63. Draw
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Figure 1. Pre-Brewton Compon

illustrated are

N=34.

1 skull and

ent, Pig Elements identified. Not

mandible fragment and 22 teeth.
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Figure 2. Pre-Brewton Component, Cow Elements identified. Not

illustrated are 2 skull and mandible fragments and 8 teeth,

N=48,
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Figure 3. Pre-Brewton Component, Caprine/Ovis aries Elements

identified.

and 4 teeth.

Not illustrated are 1 skull and mandible fragment

N=21.
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Figure

4. Brewton-Motte-Alston Component, Pig Elements

identified. Not illustrated are 3 skull and mandible fragments

and 31 teeth. N=66,




Figure 5.

identified.

Brewton-Motte-Alston Component, Cow Elements

Not illustrated are 1 skull and mandible fragment

and 28 teeth. N=208,.
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Figure 6.

identified.

Brewton-Motte-Alston Component, Caprine Elements

Not illustrated are 7 teeth. N=55.
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Figure 7. Pringle~Frost Component, Pig Elements identified.

Not illustrated are 1 skull and mandible fragment and 29 teeth.
N=56.
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Figure

8. Pringle-Frost Component, Cow Elements identified.

Not illustrated are 1 skull and mandible fragment and 7 teeth.

N=90.
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Figure 9,

identified.

Pringle-Frost Component, Caprine/Ovis aries Elements

Not illustrated are 8 teeth. N=27.













































Table 11, Brewton-Hotte-Alston: Species List.

RISP HKI ¥T,64S BIOKASS

L § k6 %

010 ﬁallal 3255 191161 23.619 12.8

UID S Hampal 16 2.06 0,05 tr

UID Lg Hammal 821 397042 45.599 .6

UID Rodent 1 0.01  0.002 tr

Sciurus spp. Il L 2.0 0.049 ir
Squirrel

Ruridae 3 .12 0.004 ir
Hice/rat fanily

_ﬁgg ausculus z .l 1.6 0.05  0.002 tr
House mouse

Ratius spp. 4 5 8.1 13.1 0.217 0.1
01d World rat

Canis faailiaris 1 1 L 13 041 0l
log

felis dosesticus 2 1 L6 167 0.042 ir
(at

frtiodactyl T 802.62 10.816 5.8

Sus scrofa 66 3 48 6109 8.46 it
Pig

Odocoileus virginianus 2 1 1.6 0.8 0.022 tr
Deer

Bos taurus 08 4 9.7 1552. 4 81.333 3.9

Coy 168



























Table 16, Brewton-Hotte-plston: Epiphyseal Fusion, Caprine.

UNFUSED  FUSED TOTAL

EARLY FUSING:
HUﬁEHUS. DISTAL 1 1
SCAPULA, DISTAL
RADIUS, PROXIHAL 1 1
ACETABULLK 1 l 2
HETAPODIALS, PROXTHAL
PHALARX, PROXIHAL 1 2 3

KIDDLE FUSING:

TIBIA, DISTAL 1 1 2
CALCANEUS, PROXIKAL 1 1
HETAPODIALS, DISTAL 1 1

LATE FUSING:
HUKERUS, PROXINAL 1 1
RADIUS, DISTAL 2 1
ULK#, PROXTHAL

ULNA, DISTAL

FERUR, PROXTHAL 2 1 3
FEHUR, DISTAL 4 2 b
TIB1A, PROXIKAL B | _ A
T0TAL 16 8 L]
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APPENDIX A: SAMPLES STUDIED, FSF

Pre-Brexton Brewton-Notte-Alston pringle-frost
37 3 119 2
38 i 120 12
39 5 132 18
4 b 133 19
55 1 134 20
57 B 13 211
58 9 138 2
60 10¢ 145 %
61 13 146 25
3 15 147 261
14 12 148¢ i
15 ] 150 8¢
gt 34 151 9
82 354 152¢ 30
83 36 155 i
Bgs 42 1564 40

100 43 4l
104 45 63
105 46 b4
106 47 65
107 48 174
112 50 8
130 St 87
135 LY 89
139 53 90
1538 ~ .5 91
14 b4 93
68 9%

70 95

12t 96

76 101

n 102

97 127

98 113

99 14
103 125%

109 126
L1ie 127t

11 128

113 136

114 142

115 143

116 144

118 149

*fote: The asterisk indicates that part of this saaple was
floated.
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UL quesTIons Of site TOrMmarion processes were many: 11a the Irasn move Once/ TWICE/ IVIOTE tnan
that? Who took it away from Brewton’s yard and put it on a neighboring lot? And how did they
do it? What did backs of these properties look like, and how did this facilitate movement of this
refuse?

It 1s at this point that the presence of zone 4 at the rear of the 14 Legare property becomes
significant. This appears to have been a low-lying marsh or swampy area in the 18" century. The
same strip of marsh ran the length of the northern side of the Brewton lot, recurving
northwestward across King street. The dark homogenous soil defined as zone 4 at the rear of 14
Legare was also encountered beneath late 18" century work yard deposits at the Brewton house,
there defined as zone 5. So at some point their common property line was in a swamp (figures 64
and 65).

Figure 64. Property boundaries, 27 King St (dark green)

_._and 14 Legare St (light green).
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Figure 65. King St. and Legare St, c. 1730-1770
(dark brown indicates swamp shown on per,
light brown is marsh encountered archaeolc
excavation unit locations are approximate
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| Figure 66. King St. and Legare St., c. 1790
(wooden single house has been constructed
on 12 Legare lot; area of marsh my still exist)
Figure 67. King St. and Legare St., c. 1820

1 ¥ . (the 12 Legare complex has been razed and the
14 Legare house and garden completed)
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Figure 68. King St. and Legare St., c¢. 1870
two properties have been created from the rear
of the Brewfon garden

v Figure 70. Aerial view of 27 Ki
and Legare St.

221 Ff’g:f:_r_e_éﬁ View of Brewton privy and enclc


















boundary to barricade as well. Discovery or a wetl-aernea posimoiQa DEnearn tne DIick wall
suggests that this boundary was originally delineated by an informal wooden fence, either post-
and-rail or picket. Variations in the brick work suggest that the wooden fence was then replaced
with a low brick coping topped with either wrought iron or wood. The builders trench for the
bricks contained no firmly datable material, but the stratigraphy generally indicted a 1770s-1780s
date of construction. Sometime later the wooden or wrought-iron portion was replaced with
solid brick to a height of eight feet. With a stuccoed exterior, the wall is physically as well as

visually intimidating (figure 29).

Figure 71. External wall of carriage house

digure 72. Front entrance walls
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